
Constitution 
of the Court of the 
Scottish Arbitration Centre

1. COMPOSITION

1.1. The Court of the Scottish Arbitration Centre (“COSAC”), as established in Article 3 of the Scottish Arbitration Centre Rules 2023 

(“the Rules”), shall consist of up to ten members appointed by the Board of the Scottish Arbitration Centre (“the Board”). 

1.2. Members of COSAC shall be appointed for three-year terms. Members may be re-appointed for a maximum of two further terms. 

2. OFFICERS OF COSAC

2.1. The Officers of COSAC shall consist of a President and a Vice President appointed by the Board.

2.2. The Officers of COSAC shall serve for a period of up to three years.  Officers may be reappointed to serve for a maximum of two

further three-year periods.

3. FUNCTIONS OF COSAC

3.1. The Rules provide COSAC with functions.

3.2. COSAC shall exercise its functions in accordance with the Rules and in the name of the President.  

3.3. The President will preside over the exercise of the functions unless the Vice President or another Member of COSAC is presiding 

in accordance with paragraphs 3.4 and 3.5 of the constitution.

3.4. The Vice President shall preside over the exercise of the functions of COSAC where:

(a) this is directed by the President; or 

(b) the President is unavailable or unable to act.

3.5. A division of three or more non-officer Members of COSAC shall preside over the exercise of the functions of COSAC where:

(a) this is directed by the President or, in accordance with paragraph 3.4 of the constitution, the Vice President; or 

(b) the President and the Vice President are unavailable or unable to act, and this is directed by the Registrar.

3.6. In the performance of its functions, COSAC shall act independently of the Board. 

4. MEETINGS OF COSAC

4.1. COSAC shall meet as often as required.

4.2. Meetings shall be chaired by the President, the Vice President, in accordance with paragraph 3.4 of this constitution, or a non-

officer Member of COSAC, being one of the division of three members appointed in accordance with paragraph 3.5 of the 

constitution.  The chair of the meeting shall have a casting vote.

4.3. A quorum shall be three.

5. APPOINTMENTS UNDER THE RULES

5.1. There shall be a meeting of COSAC whenever the appointment of an arbitrator is required by COSAC under the Rules.  The chair

of the meeting appointed in accordance with paragraph 4 of the constitution shall convene such a meeting and the members of 

COSAC present at that meeting shall consider the request and the appropriate person to be appointed taking account, amongst 

other things, of whether the arbitration is domestic or international. 

5.2. When considering a request to appoint an arbitrator under the Rules, COSAC shall consider appointing arbitrators on the 

Scottish Arbitration Centre’s Domestic and International Panels (“Panels”).  Where in its opinion there are no suitable arbitrators 

for the arbitration on the Panels, COSAC shall consider arbitrations  not on the Panels.
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6. AD HOC APPOINTMENTS

6.1. COSAC shall have the power to nominate or appoint arbitrators in ad hoc matters under the Directions and Guidance in relation 

to Arbitral Appointments in ad hoc matters by the Scottish Arbitration Centre (“the Ad hoc Directions and Guidance”).

6.2. When considering a request to nominate or appoint an arbitrator under the Ad hoc Directions and Guidance, COSAC shall 

consider nominating or appointing arbitrators on the Panels. Where in its opinion there are no suitable arbitrators for the arbitration

on the Panels, COSAC shall consider arbitrations  not on the Panels.

7. PROHIBITION OF THE APPOINTMENT OF CERTAIN PERSONS 

7.1. No Member of COSAC, the Board, or Registrar, any Deputy Registrar nor staff of the Secretariat shall be nominated or 

appointed as an arbitrator by COSAC. 

7.2. No Member or Officer of COSAC who has a connection whatsoever with the parties to, or the subject matter of, an arbitration

(a) administered under the Rules; or 

(b) where an ad hoc nomination or appointment is required 

shall participate in or influence any decision of COSAC relating to such an arbitration.

8. FUNCTIONS OF THE REGISTRAR

8.1. There shall be a Registrar of COSAC who shall be appointed by the Board.  If the Board considers it appropriate, it shall also 

appoint a Deputy Registrar.  

8.2. The functions of the Registrar shall be performed by the Registrar, any Deputy Registrar or the Secretariat in accordance with 

the Rules and under the supervision of COSAC.

9. AMENDMENTS

9.1. The provisions of this constitution may be amended by the Board. 

9.2. The Board will consult COSAC in advance of any such amendments.
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